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Director’s Report 2023 

 

Dear Members, 

I have been the Director of the Strathnairn Arts Association for seven months. It has been a 
steep learning curve with many challenges. Despite these challenges, the generosity and 
commitment of our Members, Board, and Staff have allowed us to continue providing facilities 
for Strathnairn and the wider community.  

Our exhibition program continued to be at the centre of Strathnairn Activities. We showcased 
the work of over eighty artists in the exhibitions in the Woolshed and Homestead galleries. The 
creativity and talent that exists at Strathnairn were proudly on display as approximately half of 
these artists and exhibitions were generated from within the Strathnairn membership and 
community. Our increasingly popular public choice art competition, Squares, attracted over 300 
entries from all ages and all skill levels. The Strathnairn shop has provided a platform for our 
members to sell their artwork and promote their practice while helping Strathnairn generate 
income through sales. The 2023 exhibition program follows this report. 

At the other end of the artmaking process, we continued to support artists by providing the 
most reasonably priced, public-supported studios in the ACT, located at the ACT's most 
beautiful Art Centre.  

In 2023, Julie Clapham and Amelia Carrol vacated their studios, which were quickly filled by our 
growing list of artists looking to join the Strathnairn community. We have created three 
additional studio spaces to help address this growing demand for studios. The mostly unused 
'Ceramics Studio' has been renovated and is now occupied by ceramic artists Karan Cromwell 
and Nathan Nhan (Studios C6 & C7). A new studio tenant will occupy the Homestead studio 
(Soon to be studio 17) from May 2024. These additional studios bring our total studio spaces to 
21 Artist studios, a visiting artists studio with accommodation and a 6-month emerging artist 
studio, which is awarded as part of the Anita McIntyre Award for Ceramics. 
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After a change to the staffing structure and with the majority of Strathnairn staff and board 
being new in 2023, we reviewed our business practices to ensure resources are managed 
efficiently, sustainably and in line the funding agreement we have with ArtsACT. We report our 
performance against these Key Performance Indicators twice a year to continue receiving six 
monthly tranches of funding. A copy of these KPIs follows this report. Most of Strathnairn's fees 
have remained the same since 2016, a modest increase was required and applied to all fees 
with the exception of membership fees (effective 2024). This increase allows us to responsibly 
manage, maintain, and improve Strathnairn's facilities now and into the future.  

The upcoming year promises to bring back many of the great things that we have come to 
expect from Strathnairn while also introducing lots of new things. Our visiting artist program is 
almost full, our exhibition program is quickly filling up, and there is a growing sense of activity 
and enthusiasm around the Strathnairn site.  

I extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who sees the value in what we have and the 
potential of where we are heading. 

James Holland 

Director 

23/4/24 
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Key Performance Indicators taken from ACT ARTS ORGANISATION INVESTMENT FUNDING  
(AC100822) – signed  22 December 2022  
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Key Performance Indicators taken from ACT ARTS ORGANISATION INVESTMENT FUNDING  
(AC10822) – signed  22 December 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 


